
Bryant City Council
Regular Meeting

January 26th, 2016

Boswell Municipal Complex-City Hall Courtroom

AGENDA

INVOCATION

CALL TO ORDER

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

COMMITTEE And COMMISSION REPORTS

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Approval of the Minutes for the December 22, 2015 Regular Council Meeting.  

2015 12- 22 Regular Minutes.pdf

ANNOUNCEMENTS And PRESENTATIONS

State Of The City Address 

Presentation by Mayor Jill Dabbs

PUBLIC COMMENTS

l Public Comments should be limited the three (3) minutes per speaker 

OLD BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS

Finance Department

Presenter - Joy Black Finance Director

1. Presentation and Approval of the 2015 December Year to Date City Financial

Report (see attachments )

2. Resolution -  A Resolution Providing for the Adoption of an Amended Budget for the City of Bryant for the twelve month period beginning January 1, 2015

and ending December 31, 2015 (see attachment)

3. Resolution -  Approval of a Resolution Providing for the Adoption of a list of Reappropriations for the City of Bryant from the twelve month period beginning 

January 1,2015 and ending December 31, 2015 to the period beginning January 1, 2016 and ending December 31, 2016 (see attachment)

BUDADJDEC.pdf, JANAPPROP.pdf, YTDDECREP.pdf

Legal Department 
4. Resolution -  Resolution establishing Council Meeting times and procedures pursuant to Ark. Code Ann. Sec. 14- 43 -501. (Sponsored by Council)

5. Resolution -  Resolution Establishing and Stating a Code of Conduct for the City of Bryant City Council and Mayor with and by Affirmation. (Sponsored by 
Aldermen Higginbotham and Billingsley) 

6. Resolution -  Resolution authorizing the Mayor to execute an agreement with McCain Lodging LLC and Woodsonia LLC for cross access within the Alcoa Road 
corridor and for other purposes as necessary.  (Attachment pending ) 

2016MeetingTimesResolution.pdf, Resolution adopting code of conduct.pdf, Exhibit A Code of Conduct by Affirmation.pdf

Parks Department

Presenter: Onat Tungac, Interim Parks Director

7.  Approval of Sponsorship Agreements: Academy Sports, Arkansas Bone & Joint, First Electric, RQM, LLC - recommended by Parks Committee

AcademySports.pdf, ARBoneandJoint.pdf, FirstElectric.pdf, RQM.pdf

MAYOR COMMENTS

COUNCIL COMMENTS

DEPARTMENT REPORTS

l Department Reports are given on a quarterly basis unless otherwise requested

ADJOURNMENT

210 SW 3rd St. 

Bryant. AR 72022

(501)943-0999

Documents:

Documents:

Documents:

Documents:
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Bryant City Council  

Regular Meeting 

December 22nd, 2015 

Boswell Municipal Complex-City Hall Courtroom 

 

 

UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

 

 
  

CALL TO ORDER  

 Mayor Dabbs called the Council Meeting to order at 7:01 pm. 

 Invocation by: Jake Fannon - Boys and Girls Club 

 Pledge of Allegiance by: Shelby Blacklock and Kaquelyn Price 

 Clerk Ashcraft called Roll, Quorum Present 

 Aldermen Present: Billingsley,  Gladden, Henson, Higginbotham, Miller, Permenter, Roedel 

 Absent – Alderman Chandler 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Approval of Minutes for November 17th 2015 Regular Council Meeting. 
 
Action taken: Motion made to approve by Alderman Permenter, Seconded by Alderman Billingsley. Voice 
vote: 7 yeas and 1 nays- Absent Alderman Chandler   Passed  

  
COMMITTEE and COMMISSION REPORTS 
Mayor Dabbs read the Position and Named Committee Members. 
  
ANNOUNCEMENTS and PRESENTATIONS  Presenter- Mayor Jill Dabbs  
 
Bishop Awards :  Haley Hood and Hannah Shelby 
 
City of Distinction for Technology Advancement for the City of Bryant - Greg Huggs 
 
Monty Ledbetter - Recognition of Service 
 
Bryant Boys and Girls Club End of Year Presentation – Jake Fannon 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS   Joy Black – 2016 Budget 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 Larry Turpin – Chairman of Parks Board – Support of Brandon Griffin’s return to work. 100% of 
the board signed the petition.  

 Jessica Griffin – Office Manager at Parks – With several others from the Parks office, to reinstate 
Brandon Griffin to his current position.  25 signatures.  

 Ray Lancaster – Board Director at Sr. Citizen – Reinstate Brandon Griffin to his position. He also 
read a letter from Mary Vickers – Reinstate Brandon Griffin to his position. 

 Josh Farmer – City Attorney – Ordinance on the Council Agenda tonight, regarding title Change.  

 Garrett Phillips –  Reinstate Brandon Griffin to his position. 

 Ashley Mills – Reinstate Brandon Griffin to his position. 

 Valerie Kellam - Reinstate Brandon Griffin to his position.  

 Matt Hunt - Reinstate Brandon Griffin to his position. 
 
 
 



Executive Section was called at this time by Mayor Dabbs to talk about Brandon Griffin: 
 
Action taken: Motion made to approve by Alderman Roedel, Seconded by Alderman Henson.  
Voice Vote: 7 yeas – 1 nay- absent Alderman Chandler    Passed  
Council adjourned to Executive Section at 7:49pm, Returned at 8:48pm. 
 
Action taken: Alderman Roedel made motion to re-hire Brandon Griffin without consideration for 
Department head position for 12 months. Seconded by Alderman Higginbotham, 6 yeas – 2 nays               
( Alderman Permenter and Absent Alderman Chandler)   Passed 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
NONE 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
Public Works    Presenter-  Ben Wilson MS4 Manager  
 
1. Ordinance -  An Ordinance establishing the City of Bryant Stormwater Management Utility Fund and 
establishment of the Stormwater Management Utility Fee for Municipal utility customers within the City of 
Bryant, Arkansas, and for other purposes.  
 
Action taken: Motion made to suspend the rules and put on 2

nd
  and 3

rd
 reading and read by title only by 

Alderman Higginbotham, Seconded by Alderman Gladden. Voice Vote: 6 yeas – 2 nays Ordinance  read 
by Clerk Ashcraft,   Passed 

Action taken: Motion made to adopt by Alderman Billingsley, Seconded by Alderman Higginbotham. 

Roll call vote: 4 yeas – 4 nays- Miller, Permenter, Roedel, (Chandler – absent) Failed 

   
Public Hearing 

 
2.  Public Hearing - Regarding whether to establish and lay off Bryant Municipal Property Owners' 
Multipurpose Improvement District No. 104 - Creekside Addition Project, and Declaring an Emergency. 

Mayor Dabbs Opened public hearing, NO Comments, Public hearing Closed.  
 
3. ORDINANCE - AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH AND LAY OFF BRYANT MUNICIPAL PROPERTY 
OWNERS' MULTIPURPOSE IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 104 - CREEKSIDE ADDITION PROJECT, 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  

Action taken: Motion to suspend the rules and read 1
st
, 2

nd
, and 3

rd
. reading by title only, by Alderman 

Roedel, Seconded by Alderman Billingsley. Voice vote: 7 yeas – 1 nay Absent Alderman Chandler.   
Ordinance read by title only by Clerk Ashcraft,   Passed 

Action taken: Motion made to adopt by Alderman Henson, Seconded by Alderman Higginbotham. Roll 
call vote: 7 yeas – 1 nay – Absent Alderman Chandler. Passed 

Action taken: Motion made to approve an Emergency Clause by Alderman Roedel, Seconded by 
Alderman Miller. Roll call vote: 7 yeas – 1 nay Absent Alderman Chandler. Passed ORDINANCE 2015-43 

 
4. Public Hearing - Regarding whether to establish and lay off Bryant Municipal Property Owners' 
Multipurpose Improvement District No. 103 - Creekside Addition Recreation Project, and Declaring an 
Emergency.  

Mayor Dabbs Opened public hearing, NO Comments, Public hearing Closed.  
 
5.. ORDINANCE - AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH AND LAY OFF BRYANT MUNICIPAL PROPERTY 
OWNERS' MULTIPURPOSE IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT NO. 103 - CREEKSIDE 
ADDITION RECREATION PROJECT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY.  

Action taken: Motion to suspend the rules and read 1
st
, 2

nd
, and 3

rd
. reading by title only, by Alderman 

Higginbotham, Seconded by Alderman Billingsley. Voice vote: 7 yeas – 1 nay- Absent Alderman 
Chandler,    Passed 



Action taken: Motion made to adopt by Alderman Henson, Seconded by Alderman Billingsley. Roll call 
vote: 7 yeas – 1 nay – Absent Alderman Chandler. Passed 

Action taken: Motion made to approve an Emergency Clause by Alderman Higginbotham, Seconded by 
Alderman Henson. Roll call Vote: 7 yeas – 1 nay Absent Alderman Chandler.   Passed ORDINANCE  
2015-44 

Finance Department   Presenter- Joy Black Finance Director 
 
6. Presentation and Approval of the 2015 November Year to Date City Financial 
Report . 
 
Action taken: Motion made to approve by Alderman Miller, Seconded by Alderman Henson. 
Voice vote: 7 yeas – 1 nay – Absent Alderman Chandler.    Passed 
 
7. Resolution - A Resolution Providing for the Adoption of an Amended Budget for the City of Bryant for 
the twelve month period beginning January 1, 2015 and ending December 31, 2015.  
 
Action taken: Motion made to approve by Alderman Higginbotham, Seconded by Alderman Billingsley,    
7 yeas – 1 nay – Absent Alderman Chandler  Passed  -  RESOLUTION 2015-52 
 
8. Resolution Providing for the Adoption of a Budget for the City of Bryant for the twelve month period 
beginning January 1, 2016 and ending December 31, 2016. 
 
Action taken: Motion made by Alderman Billings to approve, Seconded by Alderman Higginbotham.  
Voice vote: 7 yeas – 1 nay- Absent Alderman Chandler. Passed    RESOULTION 2015-53 
 
Animal Control   Presenter: Tricia Power, Animal Control Director 
 
9. Ordinance amending Ordinance No. 2015-19 setting the Fee Schedule for the Department of Animal 
Control in the City of Bryant. 
 
Action taken: Motion made to suspend the rules and read the 1

st
, 2

nd
, 3

rd
, reading by title only, by 

Alderman Miller, Seconded by Alderman Gladden. Voice vote: 7 yeas – 1 nay – Absent Alderman 
Chandler.  Passed.   Ordinance read by title only by Clerk Ashcraft. 
 
Action taken: Motion made to Adopt by Alderman Roedel, Seconded by Alderman Billingsley. Roll call 
Vote: 7 yeas – 1 nay – Absent Alderman Chandler,  Passed ORDINANCE 2015-45 

 
Bryant Fire Dept   Presenter: Chief JP Jordan 
 
10. Moved to Presentation, Recognition of 2015 Bryant Firefighter of the Year 
 
11. Ordinance - An Ordinance to Amend Ordinance No. 2015-13 Regarding the Defining and Limiting 
Conditions for Open Burning Within the City Limits of the City of Bryant.  

 

Action taken: Motion to suspend the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, reading and read by title only by Alderman 

Higginbotham, Seconded by Alderman Gladden. Voice vote: 7 yeas – 1 nay – absent 

Alderman Chandler.  Clerk Ashcraft read Ordinance by title only.  

Action taken: Motion made to adopt by Alderman Roedel, Seconded by Alderman Henson, 

Roll call vote: 7 yeas – 1 nay – absent Alderman Chandler.   Passed  ORDINANCE 2015-46 

Legal Department   Presenter Chris Madison Staff Attorney 
 
12. Ordinance - An Ordinance Authorizing A Contract for Historical Preservation Services with Bryant 
Historical Society; Waiving Competitive Bidding; and for Other Purposes.  
 

Action taken: Motion to suspend the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, reading and read by title only by Alderman 

Higginbotham, Seconded by Alderman Gladden. Voice vote: 7 yeas – 1 nay – Absent 

Alderman Chandler.  Clerk Ashcraft read Ordinance by title only.  



Action taken: Motion made to adopt by Alderman Higginbotham, Seconded by Alderman 

Miller, Roll call vote: 7 yeas – 1 nay – Absent Alderman Chandler.   Passed          

ORDINANCE 2015-47 
 
13. Ordinance - An Ordinance Authorizing Floors and More Inc., to Conduct Business with the City of 
Bryant, to Bid on Projects within the City, and for Other purposes.  
 

Action taken: Motion to suspend the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, reading and read by title only by Alderman 

Permenter, Seconded by Alderman Gladden. Voice vote: 6 yeas – 2 nay – absent Alderman 

Chandler, Aldermen Billingsley accused himself.  Clerk Ashcraft read Ordinance by title only.  

Action taken: Motion made to adopt by Alderman Roedel, Seconded by Alderman 

Higginbotham, Roll call vote: 6 yeas – 2 nay – absent Alderman Chandler, Aldermen 

Billingsley accused himself      Passed      ORDINANCE 2015-48 
 
14. Ordinance Amending the Title of the Elected City Attorney for the City of Bryant, Arkansas to that of: 
City Attorney-Prosecutor. Requested by Councilman Higginbotham and Councilman Chandler.  

TABLED 

Planning Department   Presenter - Greg Huggs 
 
15. Ordinance  - An Ordinance Amending The Comprehensive Zoning Ordinance of The City Of Bryant 
To Rezone Certain Property Located At 500 Prickett Road From PUD (Planned Unit Development) to C-2 
(Highway Commercial)   Removed from agenda. 

  
Public Works    
 
16. Resolution - Amending Resolution No. 2009-14 and Resolution 2012-05 Designating and Authorizing 
the Mayor and General Manager of the Water and Wastewater Utilities to Execute Certain Documents in 
Connection with the Clean Water Revolving Loan Fund Administered by the Arkansas Natural Resources 
Commission; and for Other Purposes.  
 
Action Taken: Motion made to Approve by Alderman Higginbotham, Seconded by Alderman Roedel. 
Voice vote: 7 yeas,  1 nay – Absent Alderman Chandler    Passed   RESOLUTION 2015-54 

  
MAYOR COMMENTS 
Mayor Dabbs Wished Everyone A Merry Christmas. 

COUNCIL COMMENTS 
Alderman Miller – Jessup 

Alderman Roedel - Jessup 

ADJOURNMENT 

Motion made by Alderman Higginbotham, Seconded by Alderman Gladden. 

Motion carried 

Time: 9:31pm 

Approval by Bryant City Council on the 26th day of January, 2016 

_________________  
Mayor Jill Dabbs 
 
ATTEST 
 
__________________  
City Clerk Sue Ashcraft 



























































































































































































RESOLUTION 2016 ­ 01 
 
 

WHEREAS​, Ark. Code Ann. § 14­43­501​et. seq provides for organization of the                         
City Council meetings and; 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED BY THE CITY                 
COUNCIL OF BRYANT, ARKANSAS THAT: 
 

Section 1. The City Council shall meet in regular session at 7:00 p.m. on the                         
last Tuesday of each month, unless by a two­thirds (2/3) vote (comprised of six [6]                             
members of an eight [8] member council) of a whole number of members elected to the                               
Council, and with the exceptions for the months of October and December, where those                           
meetings will be held October 18, 2016, and December 20, 2015. Regularly­scheduled                       
meetings may also include a "Workshop" before or after the meeting, not during, (if                           
required) in order to provide for informal discussions, fact­finding or pending legislation                       
before the Council.  
 

Section 2. Special meetings may be called by the Mayor or any three (3)                       
members of the City Council according to the provisions of State law, if notice is given                               
48 hours prior to the meeting, unless an emergency exists. An emergency is defined as                             
an unforeseen combination of circumstances or the resulting state that calls for immediate                         
action; or an urgent need of assistance or relief as declared by the Mayor or City Council                                 
(such as declaring a state of emergency). In the case of an emergency meeting as defined                               
herein, notice of the meeting shall be given to media representatives within the county or                             
out of the county media representatives that have requested notification of such                       
emergency meeting, at least two (2) hours before the meeting takes place in order that the                               
public shall have representatives at the meeting. 
 

Section 3. The agenda for any business to be transacted at any regularly                     
scheduled meeting shall be prepared by the Mayor and be made available to all members                             
of the City Council and any citizen no later than 4:00 p.m. within five (5) days preceding                                 
any regularly scheduled council meeting. The agenda shall include any item sponsored                       
by the Mayor, by any member of the City Council, or by any member of the general                                 
public, provided that such item or items have been submitted to the Mayor's office for                             
inclusion no later than 12:00 noon within seven (7) days preceding said regularly                         
scheduled meeting. No item may be added to the agenda unless, at said meeting, the City                               
Council suspends said rules by at least a two­thirds (2/3) vote of all members of the City                                 
Council to add any item or items to its agenda. Attachments, documents or supporting                           
papers, including resolutions, ordinances, and other documents may be amended,                   
modified, or updated as necessary up to 24 hours before any scheduled meeting. All                           
agendas will be provided by electronic means, via the City of Bryant Web Page and/or                             
email link to the Agenda Center.  
 

Section 4. The agenda for any business to be transacted at any special                     
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meeting shall be limited to the purpose for which said meeting was called. 
 

Section 5. The Mayor shall be the ex­officio President of the Council and                     
shall preside at its meetings. In the absence of the Mayor, the City Council shall elect a                                 
president pro­tempore to preside at the meetings. All proceedings of the Council shall be                           
according to Procedural Rules for Municipal Officials. The order of business for all                         
regularly scheduled meetings shall be as follows: (1) invocation or moment of silence;                         
(2) call to order; (3) the Pledge of Allegiance; (4) approval of previous meeting minutes                             
(any special meeting minutes will be approved at the next regularly scheduled meeting);                         
(5) announcements (6) reports of all standing committee chairman; (7) reports of any                         
department heads, special and ad hoc committees; (8) unfinished business (or "old                       
business") (9) new business (including approval of the financial report from the previous                         
month) (10) public comments (11) items of introduction or inquiry from Mayor and City                           
Council members; and (12) adjournment.   

 
Section 6. All bylaws and ordinances of general or permanent nature shall be                     

fully and distinctly read on three (3) different days unless two­thirds (2/3) of the members                             
comprising the City Council shall dispense with the rule (Ark. Code Ann. § 14­55­202​et.                             
seq​). 
 

Section 7. Any and all discussions, comments, and/or debates by any member                   
of the City Council, Mayor and other interested persons shall be limited to no more than                               
five (5) minutes, unless the Mayor imposes a different time standard. Extensions to the                           
time limit may be granted by the City Council by a majority vote, and responses by                               
interested persons shall not be included in the City Council's five (5) minute time limit. 
 

Section 8. The City Council has the authority to limit discussion (time and/or                     
number of speakers.) by a motion to limit debate with such motion passing by a majority                               
of the City Council members. 
 

Section 9. No one shall berate, harass, or use disparaging language or                   
gestures during any meetings conducted by the City Council. Respectful behavior,                     
language and decorum shall be used by any person speaking during a City Council                           
meeting. 

 
Section 10. Severability 

Should any title, section, paragraph, item, sentence, clause, or phrase of this                       
resolution be declared or adjudged invalid or unlawful by a court of competent                         
jurisdiction, such declaration or adjudication shall not affect the remaining portions of the                         
resolution which shall remain in full force and effect as if the portion so declared or                               
adjudged or unconstitutional was not originally a part of the resolution. 

 
Section 11. General Repealer 
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All laws, ordinances, resolutions, or parts of the same, that are inconsistent with                         
the provisions of this resolution, are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency. 

 
  PASSED AND APPROVED this 2nd day of January, 2016. 

 
 

______________________________
Mayor Jill Dabbs 

 
ATTEST: 
 
_______________________________ 
Sue Ashcraft, City Clerk 
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Resolution No. 2016-___ : RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING AND STATING A CODE OF 

CONDUCT FOR THE CITY OF BRYANT CITY COUNCIL AND MAYOR WITH AND BY 

AFFIRMATION 

 
 

RESOLUTION NO. 2016-____ 

 

RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING AND STATING A CODE OF CONDUCT FOR THE 

CITY OF BRYANT CITY COUNCIL AND MAYOR WITH AND BY AFFIRMATION 

 

 WHEREAS, The City Council of the City of Bryant desires to adopt a code of conduct 

as a reference and guide for its members. 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

BRYANT, ARKANSAS THAT: 

 

Section 1. The City Council of the City of Bryant hereby adopts the attached Exhibit “A” 

“Code of Conduct” for its members. 

 

Section 2. Any resolution, resolution section, policy, or directive in conflict with this 

Resolution is repealed or amended to reflect and achieve the purposes stated 

herein. 

 

 

PASSED AND APPROVED this _____ day of _______, 2016  

 

 

       APPROVED: 

 

 

       _______________________________ 

       Jill Dabbs, Mayor 

 

ATTEST:      Approved as to Form 

 

 

____________________________________ __________________________________ 

Sue Ashcraft, City Clerk    Richard Chris Maddison, Staff Attorney 
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Exhibit “A” to Resolution No. 2016-___  Resolution Establishing and Stating A Code of 

Conduct for the City of Bryant City Council and Mayor with and by Affirmation 
 

CITY OF BRYANT – CITY COUNCIL AND OFFICE OF MAYOR 

CODE OF CONDUCT 

 

I. Introduction 

 A code of conduct is a set of practices that the municipal leadership agrees to 

follow. This code of conduct has been developed to reinforce the concept that the 

mayor and council members serve as role models for their constituents and city staff. 

By adopting this code of conduct, the city council publicly sets a civility standard for 

others to follow and recognizes the importance of trust invested in them by the public 

to accomplish city business. 

II.  Overview of Rules and Responsibilities 

A. The Mayor 

The mayor presides over meetings of the council. 

The mayor presides over the council in a manner designed to promote high standards of 

democratic governance and chairs meetings with efficiency and fairness, never 

discriminating against any speaker, whether council member or member of the public, based 

on the speaker’s point of view.  

The mayor will not use his or her authority to thwart the democratic process.  

Example 1: The mayor will not cancel or adjourn meetings for the purpose of preventing a 

matter from coming to a vote.  

Example 2: The mayor will not refuse to allow a matter to be voted upon if it has received 

the necessary motion and second. 

The mayor should sign all ordinances, resolutions, and city council minutes. 

The mayor in cities and towns with mayor/council forms of government may veto any 

ordinance resolution or order adopted by the council. 

The mayor has the same speaking rights as any other members of the city council. 

The mayor demonstrates honesty and integrity in every action and statement. 

B. The City Council 

The city council sets the time and place for regular city council meetings. 

The city council demonstrates respect, kindness, consideration, and courtesy to others during 

meetings. 

City council members prepare in advance of meetings and are familiar with the issues on the 

agenda. 
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Exhibit “A” to Resolution No. 2016-___  Resolution Establishing and Stating A Code of 

Conduct for the City of Bryant City Council and Mayor with and by Affirmation 
 

The city council serves as a model of leadership and civility to the municipality. 

The city council inspires public confidence in The City of Bryant and its city government. 

All members of the city council have equal votes. No council member has more power than 

any other council member, and should be treated with equal respect. 

A city council member will remember at all times that as an individual he or she has no legal 

authority outside the meetings of the city council and that he or she shall conduct 

relationships with the city staff, the local citizens, and all modes of communication on the 

basis of this fact. 

Council members will inform the mayor and the city clerk of plans to be absent from a council 

meeting or plans to leave a council meeting before it is adjourned. 

A city council member serves as a model of leadership and civility to the city. 

A city council member recognizes that all electronic transmittals sent or received in 

performance of their duties as a city council member are subject to The Arkansas Freedom of 

Information Act. 

 

III.  Principles and Guidelines 

The city council shall hold themselves accountable to the following principles and guidelines: 

A. City Council Members Conduct with One Another 

This council is composed of individuals with a wide variety of backgrounds, personalities,  

values, opinions, and goals. Despite this diversity, each council member has chosen to serve  

in public office in order to preserve and protect the present and the future of the City of  

Bryant. This common goal should be acknowledged even as council members may “agree to 

disagree” on contentious issues. 

 1. In Public Meetings 

Practice Civility and Decorum in Discussions and Debate. Difficult questions, tough 

challenges to a particular point of view, and criticism of ideas and information are legitimate 

elements of a free democracy in action. This does not allow, however, council members to make 

belligerent personal, impertinent, slanderous, threatening, abusive, or disparaging comments. No 

shouting or physical actions that could be construed as threatening will be tolerated. Therefore: 

Avoid personal comments that could offend other council members. 

Honor the role of the mayor in maintaining order. 

Be respectful of other members of the city council, boards, commissions, committees, city 

staff, and the public by refraining from abusive conduct, personal charges, or verbal attacks. 



Page 3 of 5 

Exhibit “A” to Resolution No. 2016-___  Resolution Establishing and Stating A Code of 

Conduct for the City of Bryant City Council and Mayor with and by Affirmation 
 

Fully participate in council meetings and other public meetings while demonstrating respect, 

consideration, and courtesy to others. 

A city council member will always treat a fellow council member with the respect he or she 

would expect to receive in return. 

A city council member will always address citizens, employees of the City, committee 

members, and fellow council members with respect. 

Request the opportunity to speak and address the council through the mayor or other person 

conducting the meeting. 

Recognize fellow council members and guest speakers by their formal names and appropriate 

titles; after initial acknowledgement, the terms “Mr.” or “Ms.” may be used. 

Be respectful of others’ time and be brief and prepared in making remarks. 

Be prompt in attending public meetings so that they may begin at the publicly posted time. 

B. Council Member Conduct with The Public 

 1. Be Polite and Professional to Speakers and Treat Them with Care and Gentleness.  

Because personal concerns are often the reason citizens come before the council to speak, 

council members should remember that their behavior will either relax the speaker or push their 

emotions to a higher level of intensity.  

Limit comments to issues and avoid personal attacks. 

Remain seated when someone is speaking at the podium. 

Give the appearance of active listening.  

Ask for clarification, but avoid debate and argument with the public. 

Do not engage in personal attacks of any kind, under any circumstances 

Make no promises on behalf of the council or staff. 

Make no personal comments about other council members. 

IV.  Principles of Proper Conduct 

 City of Bryant provides the following examples as a guide to the Principles of Proper Conduct: 

A. Proper conduct IS… 

 Keeping promises 

 Being dependable 

 Building a solid reputation 

 Participating and being available 
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 Demonstrating patience 

 Showing empathy 

 Holding onto ethical principles under stress 

 Listening attentively 

 Studying thoroughly 

 Keeping integrity intact 

 Overcoming discouragement 

 Going above and beyond, time and time again 

 Modeling a professional manner 

B. Proper conduct IS NOT… 

 Showing antagonism 

 Deliberately lying or misleading 

 Speaking recklessly 

 Spreading rumors 

 Stirring up bad feelings or divisiveness 

 Acting in a self-righteous manner 

V.  Glossary of Terms 

Attitude: The manner in which one shows one’s dispositions, opinions, and feelings. 

Behavior: External appearance or action; manner of behaving; carriage of oneself. 

Civility: Politeness, consideration, courtesy. 

Conduct: The way one acts; personal behavior. 

Courtesy: Politeness connected with kindness. 

Decorum: Suitable; proper; good taste in behavior. 

Manners: A way of acting; a style, method, or form; the way in which things are done. 

Point of Order:  An interruption of a meeting to question whether rules or bylaws are being 

broken (i.e. if the speaker has strayed from the motion currently under 

consideration). 

Propriety: Conforming to acceptable standards of behavior. 

Protocol: The courtesies that are established as proper and correct. 

Respect The act of noticing with attention; holding in esteem; courteous regard.   
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CITY OF BRYANT – CITY COUNCIL AND OFFICE OF MAYOR 

CODE OF CONDUCT BY AFFIRMATION 

City of Bryant’s Code of Conduct 

Opening Statement 

This code of conduct is designed to describe the manner in which the mayor and council 

members/board of directors should treat one another and others with whom they come in contact 

in representing the City of Bryant. 

I affirm that I have read and understand the City of Bryant’s City Council and Office of Mayor 

Code of Conduct. The principles and guidelines for mayor and aldermen set forth in this 

document promote civility and set a standard of excellence that engenders trust and promotes the 

public good. This municipality will not condone activities that are in violation of the principles 

of appropriate conduct. 

 

              

   Alderman Lorne Gladden    Mayor Jill Dabbs 

        

   Alderman Wade Permenter 

        

  Alderman Mike Chandler 

        

  Alderman Jerry Henson 

        

  Alderman B.E. Higginbotham 

        

  Alderman Rob Roedel 

        

  Alderman Brenda Miller 

        

  Alderman Carlton Billingsley 

 
























