
Bryant Water and Wastewater Committee

Boswell Municipal Complex - City Hall Conference Room

Date: September 30, 2025 - Time: 5:00 PM

Call to Order

Public Comments

Old Business

New Business

Public Works

1. Rate Study Recommendation to Council
• Community Engagement Townhall Presentation.pdf

• Ordinance 2025-11 Water_Rates.pdf

• Ordinance 2025-12 Wastewater_Rates.pdf

Adjournments

https://www.cityofbryant.com/grab/agendas/uploads/agenda_499/community_engagement_townhall_presentation.pdf
https://www.cityofbryant.com/grab/agendas/uploads/agenda_499/ordinance_2025-11_water_rates.pdf
https://www.cityofbryant.com/grab/agendas/uploads/agenda_499/ordinance_2025-12_wastewater_rates.pdf


Bryant¾s Water & Sewer Rate Study: Investing in the Future
Welcome to Bryant¾s Water & Sewer Rate Study presentation. Today, we¾ll explore essential investments in our water and sewer systems that ensure 
reliable services, fair rates, and a strong future for our community.



Understanding Act 605: Arkansas Water & Sewer 
Compliance Requirements
Act 605, passed in Arkansas in 2021, introduces critical compliance requirements for water and sewer systems across the state.

Key requirements include:

Training for members of the governing body

Mandated rate studies by an approved third party every five years

Implementation of full cost pricing to cover capital and operation & maintenance costs for water services

This requires rates to adequately cover the water system's operation and maintenance costs, debt service, required reserves, depreciation, 
future capital expenses, other expenses, and a preparation of an audit. 

The compliance deadline for these requirements is July 1, 2026.



Why We¾re Here

$61.8M
Investment in Critical Water & Sewer 
Improvements

Over the next five years, Bryant will invest $61.8 million in critical water and sewer system 
improvements. These upgrades are essential for ensuring reliable daily service, effective fire 
protection, and the capacity to support community growth. This proactive approach aligns with Act 
605, requiring that water and sewer rates reflect costs outlined in adopted master plans and Capital 
Improvement Programs (CIPs).



Rate Proposals by Department 

To support these vital improvements, proposed rates will be adjusted as follows:

Water rates will increase by 9%

Sewer rates will increase by 6%



What¾s Changing in Bryant
To support these vital improvements, proposed rates will be adjusted as follows:

Water rates will increase by 9%

Sewer rates will increase by 6%

Infrastructure fees for 5/8î meters will be reduced from $15.75 to $10

The impact means minimum-use customers will actually see a $3.20 monthly savings, while higher consumption users will experience modest 
increases proportional to their usage.



100% of our drinking water is currently purchased from Central Arkansas Water. Due to their recent adoption of their own capital improvement plans, 
they were required to adjust their rates accordingly. Wholesale customers were passed down their next 10 years of rates, and this was taken into 
account in our recent rate study. 



Bryant

Water Rates: +9% increase

Sewer Rates: +6% increase

Net Customer Impact: -$3.20 monthly savings due to 
lower minimum bill for 5/8" meters.

Infrastructure Investment: $61.8 million

Conway

Overall Rate Increase: +7%

Monthly Impact: +$3

Infrastructure Funding: $75 million

Bentonville

Overall Rate Increase: +12%

Note: Water rates are projected to double over time.

Springdale

Complex Fee Structure

Total Monthly Impact: +$13.89

Rogers

Overall Rate Increase: +3.5%

Infrastructure Investment: $100 million

Texarkana

Arkansas Side: +16% increase

Texas Side: +5% increase

Across Arkansas, cities are implementing various strategies for water and sewer rate adjustments to fund crucial 
infrastructure improvements. While some cities see significant rate increases, others like Bryant demonstrate unique 
approaches to deliver net savings to customers alongside substantial investments.



Community Benefits
Improved Property Values: Investments in infrastructure can lead to increased property values throughout the community.

Enhanced Quality of Life: Reliable services and a healthy environment contribute to a higher quality of life for families.

Environmental Protection: Modernized systems protect local ecosystems and natural resources.

Public Health and Safety: Consistent and safe water services are fundamental to community well-being and public health.

Support for Local Schools and Community Facilities: Robust infrastructure ensures essential services for public institutions.

Long-Term Sustainability: Strategic planning and investment secure vital resources for future generations.



AGENDA ITEM HISTORY SHEET 
ITEM TITLE 
Ordinance 2025-11 Water Rates

AGENDA NO. 6

AGENDA DATE: g;3oi2o25

FUNDING CERTIFICATION (Finance Director) (Signoture, if applicable) 

MANAGEMENT STAFF REVIEW (Signature) 

ITEM HISTORY (Previous Council reviews, action related to this item, and other pertinent history) 
The proposed rate study has been reviewed at WSAC regular & special meeting, planning 
commission, community engagement committee, and a meeting with business leaders. Ryan 
Bowman with Friday Firm along with staff have drafted/reviewed these ordinances. 

ITEM COMMENTARY (Background discussion, key points, recommendations, etc.) Please identify 
any or all impacts this proposed action would have on the City budget, personnel resources, and/or 
residents. 
This ordinance reflects the rates that were proposed in our recently completed 
Water/Wastewater Rate Study. The water rates are scheduled to Increase by 9% each year for 
the next 5 years. Act 605 requires a rate study to be completed by a third party every 5 years, 
and they require the implementation of full cost pricing meaning we must have rates that 
provide us with adequate revenue to continue operating the system at the current level of 
service as well as completing our Council adopted Water Capital Improvement Plan. Our last 
rate ordinance was passed in 2021 as Ordinance 2021-06. 

(This section to be completed by the Mayor) 

ACTION PROPOSED (Motion for Considercrtion) 
Complete a first reading of proposed ordinance in September, allow for public hearing to be 
held during October's Council meeting, and adopt the ordinance as proposed in October to 
ensure adequate time for Natural Resources Division to review/approve and proper budgeting 
to occur before rates go into effect January 1, 2026. 













GENOA ITEM HIS OR SHEE 
AGENDA NO. ITEM TITLE 

Ordinance 2025-12 Wastewater Rates
AGENDA DATE: 9;3o/2o25

FUNDING CERTIFICATION (Finance Director) (Signature, if applicable) 

MANAGEMENT STAFF REVIEW (Signature) 

MAYOR {Signature) � 

L_:.- ---1�--
ITEM HISTORY {Previous Council reviews, action related to this item, and other pertinent history) 
The proposed rate study has been reviewed at WSAC regular & special meeting, planning 
commission, community engagement committee, and a meeting with business leaders. Ryan 
Bowman with Friday Firm along with staff have drafted/reviewed these ordinances. 

ITEM COMMENTARY (Background discussion, key points, recommendations, etc.) Please identify 
any or oil impacts this proposed action would have on the City budget, personnel resources, ond/or 
residents. 
This ordinance reflects the rates that were proposed in our recently completed 
Water/Wastewater Rate Study. The wasterwater rates are scheduled to increase by 6% for 3 
years followed by 2% the next 2 years. Act 925 requires the implementation of full cost pricing 
meaning we must have rates that provide us with adequate revenue to continue operating the 
system at the current level of service as well as completing our Council adopted Wastewater 
Capital Improvement Plan. Our last rate ordinance was passed in 2021 as Ordinance 2021-07. 
This ordinance also includes the Monthly Infrastructure Fee so fees/rates are easily tracl<able. 

(This section lo be completed I y 1he Moyor) 

ACTION PROPOSED (Motion for Consiclercrlion) 
Complete a first reading of proposed ordinance in September, allow for public hearing to be 
held during October's Council meeting, and adopt the ordinance as proposed in October to 
ensure adequate time for Natural I esources Division to review/approve and proper budgeting 
to occur before rates go into effect January 1, 2026. 
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